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Zophei (ISO 639-3 ZYP) Verb Agreement

ibeto- i Agreement with no other markers Agreement with bee/ba/ma
> Tibeto-Burman language spoken in Myanmar 9 9 ( (Asubj)'DIR'(Bobj)'verb'FUT' '(Csubjlobj)'Q
» Tibeto-Burman>>Kuki-Chin>>Maraic>> : . " : : ”
. : 1. Subject of an intransitive verb: 5. Subject of an intransitive verb: > Agreement markers show up in 3 possible positions:
> Undescribed (outside of current work at 1U) b)) naa ih ‘YOl/J Slelpt-’ b; 2 ': cih \H(OL/J i'd ta SleteFl)' b) Pre-verbal object position
- - - - c) aaih "He/shelit slept.” c) ali He/she did not sleep.’ c) Post-verbal subject/object position
> ZOphel Speakers: 20,000 Worldwide, 17,000 in Chin d) kaa ih hepih ‘We slept.’ d) aih pih ‘We did not sleep.’ ) ) J P
: : f ih h ‘“Th lept.’ f) aih ba he ‘They did not sleep.’
> 4,000 in Indiana (est. 2019) [2] ) aaihhe ey slept ) al yd P | |
_ - _ _ > lllustrative examples of ordering:
> LZ Speakers (# of ppl) [3] 2. Subject of a transitive verb (with 3'd person object): 6. Subject of a transitive verb (with 3'9 person object): | N
United States 390 a) ka @ hmuh ‘I saw him/her’it.’ a) @ hmuh ma nih ‘I did not see him/her/it. 12. Subject position A& C
Australia 85 b) na ® hmuh “You saw him/her/it.’ b) ® hmuh ba cih ‘You did not see him/her/it.’ naa za ith aa hecih maa?
Malaysia 27 c) a @ hmuh ‘He/she/it saw him/her/it. c) ¢ hmuh bee @ ‘He/she did not see him/her/it. 2ps DIR sleep FUT 2ps  Q
New Zealand 5 d) kaa ® hmuh ‘We saw him/herl/it.’ d) © hmuh ma pih ‘We did not see him/herl/it.’ ‘Are you all going/coming to sleep?’
Norway 13 e) naa ® hmuh “You all saw him/her/it.’ e) © hmuh ba cih "You all did not see him/her/it.’ | . |
Denmark 10 f) aa ® hmuh ‘They saw him/her/it.’ f) @ hmuh ba he ‘They did not see him/herit.’ 13. Subject position A & C (with )
Canada 6 aa za ih aa cih maa?
Singapore 2 3. Object of a transitive verb (with 3 person subject): 7. Object of a transitive verb (with 3" person subject): 2ps  DIR 'sleep FUT NEG 2ps Q
Hakha 270 a) apahmuh ‘He/she saw me.’ a) pa hmuh 0 ‘He/she did not see me’ Are you all not going/coming to sleep?
Lawngtlang 360 b) acahmuh ‘He/she saw you.’ b) ca hmuh 1) ‘He/she did not see you.’ _ N L N
Kalaymyo 17 c) a® hmuh ‘He/she saw him/her/it.’ c) © hmuh @ ‘He/she did not see him/her/it.’ 14. Subject position A; Object posmon?B
d) a ma hmuh ‘He/she saw us.’ d) ma hmuh @ ‘He/she did not see us.’ naa za ma ming a4da maa:
Figure 1. Map of Zophei Villages e) acahmuh he ‘He/she saw you all.’ e) ca hmuh ba he @ ‘He/she did not see you all.’ ?ps DIR 1po watch FUT Q |
[3] [°] H\¢ f) a hmuh he ‘He/she saw them.’ f) ©® hmuh ba he @ ‘He/she did not see them.’ Are you all going/coming to watch us?
Southern
~ Chin State- v i ] ] _ _ _ : " AL "
Thantlang 4. Reflexive/Reciprocal subject 8. Reflexive/Reciprocal subject: 15. S:::f(;tapos::?n” A’agbjecrt‘gos:::gg?c
‘ - TownShlp a) kaa hmuh ‘I saw myself.’ a) a hmuh ma nih ‘| did not see myself.’ g '
5 el ‘ , ) ‘ . , 2ps DIR watch FUT 3po Q
e b) naa hmuh You saw yourself. b) a hmuh ba cih You did not see yourself. ‘Are vou all aoina/coming to watch them?”
? c) aa hmuh ‘He/she saw himself/herself.’ c) ahmuh ‘He/she did not see himself/herself.’ you altgoing J '
\ d) kaa hmuh hep!h :We saw ourselves/each other.’ | d) a hmuh |c.>|h ‘We did n.ot see ourselves/each other. | 16. Subject position C: Object position B
e) naa hmuh hecih You all saw yourselves/each other. e) a hmuh ba cih You all did not see yourselves/each other. za ma ming a2 cih maa?
- =k sty f) aa hmuh he They saw themselves/each other. f) ahmuh ba he They did not see themselves/each other. DIR 1po watch FUT 2ps Q
ngkhan®ag “T IRz N W e Table 1. Agreement markers (positive) Table 2. Agreement markers (with ) Are you all not going/coming to watch us?
| THANTLAN GEfnrnt Ay ] s Transitive Intransitive Transitive Intransitive
% - . Bl | |
Ja {L\ ‘ e Subject Object Reflexive Subject Subject Object Reflexive Subject F Utu re D | re Ctl O ns
Lower Zophei A T'a”qu ( ka- pa- kaa- kaa- -nih pa- aa-...-nih aa-...-nih
§| . 4 ““‘Tﬂi{ ; na- aa- naa- naa- -cih ca- aa-...-cih aa-...-cih » Distribution of allomorphs bee/ba/ma
e\ = Fogn. ;__ Y a- ? aa- aa- ¢ ¢ aa- aa- > Tonal realization of FUT marker:
T'”E;j:“”“tz _{ A | kaa- ma- kaa-...-hepih  |kaa-...-hepih -pih ma- aa-...-pih aa-...-pih  Realized as High tone on Plural Subj/Obj he (11e-f)
e Eeale - fff,‘!Hmff“f“Qtﬁ“Q & naa- ca-...-he |naa-...-hecih |naa-...-hecih -cih ca-...-he aa-...-cih aa-...-cih » Also Q -maa (ex. final High tone renders 10a ‘s
i ;__"'_;_EF;HM;Il e — _rﬂﬁ? . Senthang aa- -he aa-...-he aa-...-he -he -he aa-...-he aa-...-he he/she going to watch me?’)
i ey } ‘ N N > Tone differentiates other constructions (see 2f & 4c)
R Sk Upper Zophei > What does allomorphy tell us about the phonology and
R Lawntlang - gm

syntax of Zophei?
» What kind of variation is there between Zophei dialects?

N Lower Zophei B

11. Future marker -aa (FUT)

9. Directional marker -za- (DIR)
Stud Goal a) azapaming ‘He/she came to watch me.’ a) apaming aa ‘He/she going to watch me.’
y b) azacaming ‘He/she came to watch you.’ b) acaming aa ‘He/she going to watch you.’ References

c) aza ® ming ‘He/she came to watch him/her/it.’ c) a® ming aa ‘He/she going to watch him/her/it.’ | | |
T ] ] ] ] . d) 3 za ca ming he ‘He/she came to watch you all.’ d) ama ming aa ‘He/she going to watch us.’ [1] Eberhard, David M., Gary F. .S-lmons, and Charles D. Fennlg.(eds.). 2919. Ethfvologue: Languages
o describe the verbal Complex in LZ InCIUdlng. e) aza maming ‘He/she came to watch us.’ e) acaming he ‘He/she going to watch you all. of the World. Twenty-second edition. Dallas, Texas: SIL International. Online version:
> (SUBJ)ect and (OBJ)ect agreement markers f) aza® ming he ‘He/she came to watch them.’ f) a@ ming he ‘He/she going to watch them.” LM SR e aots
» Show up in 3 places (marked A, B, C) g) aazaih ‘He/she came to sleep. g) aaihaa Helshe going to sleep. 1 (1. 76, ool commnention. Juy 16.2019) |
i ] [4] World Map: https://wallscover.com/asia.html
> (DIR)eCthnal marker 10. QueStlon marker -maa (Q) - - [5] Burma Map: http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/mapsonline/system
> (FUT)Ure marker a) apa ming maa? ‘Did he/she watch me?’ GIOSSIng conventions /files_force/maps/bitmap/standard/2016/01/13-058b_Burma_states.png?download=1
> ( )ative marker b) acaming maa? ‘Did he/she watch you?’ 1st, 2nd 3rd person (1,2,3) [6] Chin State Map: Chin Baptist Mission Youth Fellowship, Pu Siang Kung(Va)
- c) a® ming maa? ‘Did he/she watch him/her/it?’ Plural Subiect (s): Obiect (o
> (Q)UeStlon marker d) a ma ming maa? ‘Did he/she watch us?’ “utu FG(FF)UT) ) ( ) ) ( ) Acknowledgments: This project was supported in part by IlU Undergraduate Research and the Office
» The order of morphemeS: e) acaming he maa? ‘Did he/she watch you all?’ Directional (D,|R) of Engaged Learning, and by seed grant funding from the 1U Social Science Research Commons.
)= - )= - - - N f) a ® ming he maa? ‘Did he/she watch them?’ _ o
(ASUbj) DIR (BObj) verb-rul (CSUbjIObJ) “ gZ) aaih mga? ‘Did he/she go to sleep?’ Question (Q), Negative ( )
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