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Tibeto-Burman Language Spoken in Myanmar:
Kuki-Chin>>Maraic>>Zophei (or Zyphe, ISO 639-3 
ZYP)>>Lower Zophei>>Tlawngrang/Lawngtlang
 

Undescribed: 3 major dialect groups
 

Speakers: 20,000 Worldwide & 17,000 in Chin State (1994) [1],  
4,000 in Indiana (est. 2018)
 

This study: Describe vowel systems of a speaker from 
Tlawngrang (TZ) and one from Lawngtlang (LZ)
 

Goal: Hypothesize diachronic relationship
 

Methods: 1 token/vowel, 4 reps., 20% & 80% measurements, 
Praat [2], SemiAutoFormantExtractor [3], R [4], phonR [5]
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Figure 1. TZ Long Monophthongs
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Figure 2. TZ Length Contrasts

Figure 3. TZ Diphthongs
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Figure 4. Schematized TZ Vowel Space

Figure 5. LZ Long Monophthongs

F1 (Bark)

F2 (Bark)

F1 (Bark)

F2 (Bark)

Figure 6. LZ Length Contrasts

Figure 7. LZ Diphthongs
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Figure 8. Schematized LZ Vowel Space

Observations
 

Tlawngrang

•6 Long monophthongs
  /aa, ii, uu, ee, oo, øø/

•5 Length contrasts
  /aa, a, ii, i, uu, u, ee, e, oo, o/

•7 Diphthongs
  /ai, au, ei, ia, ua, ue, ui/

•Likely more conservative

 
Lawngtlang       

•8 Long monophthongs
  /aa, ii, uu, ee, øø, � � , yy, ��/

•4 Length contrasts
  /aa, a, ii, i, uu, u, ee, e/

•4 Diphthongs
  /au, ie, yo, ui/

•Likely more innovative

Hypothesis: Lawngtlawng is likely the more innovative dialect 

Complexities:

References

Figure 9. TZ High Front Vowels Figure 12. TZ High Back Vowels

Figure 10. LZ High Front Vowels Figure 13. LZ High Back Vowels

Figure 11. Schematized High Front Shift Figure 14. Schematized High Back Shift
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•/ii/ --> /� �/ occurred in Senthang, but not in other Maraic Languages [9]
 

•/��/ is not reported for any Maraic langauge (perhaps in undescribed Lautu  [lut�]) [9]

•/e�/ --> /ai/ is more likely than /ai/ --> /e�/, /e�/ in other Kuki-Chin languages, /ai/ in Mara (see Stimulus m) [9]
 

•Communty says Zophei people migrated westward, so possible both came from Upper Zophei
 

•Borrowings or Phonological Context not accounted for, as in TZ /au/ vs. LZ /uu, e/ (see Stimuli n-o)

/e/--> /i/
/ei/--> /ii/-->/� �/

/u/--> /��/
/ui/ --> /yy/
/oo/--> /au/ --> /uu/--> /��/
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